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2 Kings 2:11 (ESV) 
And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and 
horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by 
a whirlwind into heaven.  
 
This powerful man of God, a man just like us, was caught up 
to heaven.  As spectacular as this is, what application is there 
to us today?  God is giving us insight to a future event that will 
greatly impact HIS church.  To fully understand, we will look at 
another man who was snatched up to heaven.   
 
Genesis 5:24 (ESV) 
Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him.  
 
We see that Enoch “walked with God” and like Elijah he did 
not suffer death.  The Hebrew word translated, “God took 
him” is the same word used by Elijah when he spoke of his 
departure in 2King 2:9&10.  It is clear, therefore, that Enoch 
like Elijah did not die, but was snatched up by God while still 
alive.  We see this restated in the NT.   
 
Hebrews 11:5 (ESV) 
By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, 
and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before 
he was taken, he was commended as having pleased God.  
 
The word “taken” is literally means “translated,” or being 
taken from one realm to another. This made Enoch and Elijah 
very special figures in Jewish eschatology.  



They were expected to “appear again” as God’s special envoys 
because they didn’t die.  Elijah and Enoch’s lived their life 
controlled by the unseen reality of God.  This unseen reality 
swept them up into the heavens to God’s seen reality.  With 
Elijah and Enoch, we have our last Elijah Lesson: 
 
Elijah Lesson #16 There is a rapture the church before the 
return of Christ! 
 
The rapture of the church has come under much ridicule from 
believers and nonbelievers.  Therefore, when looking at the 
subject of the rapture, it is important to look at the OT 
evidence.  Thus, we will see that the “catching up” of believers 
is not a new doctrine but one that took place even in the OT.  
In theology this would be called the “first mention” principle.  
This means when trying to understand any Biblical doctrine 
one must go back to where it was “first mentioned” to fully 
understand it.  Therefore, looking at the “rapture” it is 
instructive to see it was first experienced by Enoch and Elijah. 
Seeing the “first mention” reality in Enoch and Elijah, we now 
look at what Jesus said in the NT.    
 
Matthew 24:40–41 (ESV)  
40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one 
left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken 
and one left.  
 
Jesus speaks of these people just like the OT speaks of Enoch 
and Elijah being snatched up to heaven by God.  



This abrupt interruption of the normalcy of life by the 
unexpected “snatching up” of believers strongly indicates a 
Pre-Trib theology.  This means mean that Jesus will “catch up” 
HIS church before HE returns to judge the world.  Jesus also 
make it clear that this “catching up” of the church will be 
totally unexpected.   
 
Matthew 24:42 (ESV) 
Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming.  
 
These statements of Jesus are consistent with the statements 
of the Apostle Paul in 1Thes.4:16-18.   
 
1 Thessalonians 4:17 (ESV) 
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
will always be with the Lord.  
 
The word “caught up” literally means “to snatch or catch 
away”!  The Latin term for “caught up” is, raptus, where we 
get the word “rapture”.  Therefore, we often speak of the 
rapture of the church at the return of the Lord.  This is the 
same word used by Paul explaining his experience.  
2 Corinthians 12:3 (ESV) 
I know that this man was “caught up” into paradise! 
 
Paul goes on to say that the rapture of the church will be so 
sudden that it will be equivalent to a “blinking” of the eye.  



1 Corinthians 15:51–52 (ESV) 
Behold! I tell you a mystery … …  in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, … … 
and we shall be changed.  
 
The rapture will occur instantaneously for all Christians.  We 
will be given “changed” immortal bodies—bodies that will not 
die.  Paul shared this so that the people would not be 
discouraged.  Likewise, today we should encourage one 
another with these very same words.   
 
1 Thessalonians 4:18 (ESV) 
Therefore encourage one another with these words.  
 
When God takes HIS church out of the world, there will not be 
any witnesses in the world.  Therefore, before HIS final 
judgment, God sends two prophets back to the earth.   
 
Revelation 11:3–6 (ESV)  
3 And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.  

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that 
stand before the Lord of the earth. 5 And if anyone would harm 
them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If 
anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be 
killed. 6 They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may 
fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power 
over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth 
with every kind of plague, as often as they desire.  



The use of OT language is clearly evident in describing these 
two men.  Who are these OT saints that God will bring 
suddenly onto the scene to prophesy to the world?  I 
personally believe these two men are the two OT prophets 
who never died, Elijah and Enoch.   
 
Elijah Lesson #16 is important today!  There will be a rapture 
of the church before the return of Christ and we are to 
encourage one another with these words.  God is moving 
powerfully today and at one point when we least expected it, 
we will be “caught up” with Jesus in the air and be forever 
with Jesus. 
 
Judgment is coming, but not before Jesus catches HIS church 
up to be with HIM.  Therefore, we encourage one another 
with these words and proclaim to the world: 
 
Acts 4:12 (ESV) 
There is salvation in no one else (but Jesus), for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.  
 


